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Alter all tilt Las been written on the
ml Ject ot Fort Humter tbo failure to send
re deforcements to MaJ Anderson la com ¬

mand of the forts In Charleston harbor anil
tbo charpes brought ftiralntt lresldent
lluchanans administration on that account
It seems almost superfluous to attempt any
further answer to such charges Any ouo
vsbo will read Mr lluchanans own account
of tbo matter as related In his book en
titled Mr Buchanans Administration on
tboKvoof tho Itcbelllon 10 followed
In 1SKJ by Cuttles clear exposition in his

ltfo of James Iluchanau seed require
nny more evidence to convince blm that
what was done or left undone In respect to
re enforcements or supplies to those forts
affords no good ground of complaint
against President Buchanan Unfortu-
nately however tboso books aro beyond
tbo reach of thogenoral public heme It Is
no uncommon thing to hear blm severely
ceneuredbecause of his failure toordcrro-en-forcement- s

sent and of tbo unfounded
charge that he entered Into an agreement
or understanding with tho South Caro-
linian authorities to withhold

so long as no attacks should bo made
on tbo forts

Ono among the latest arraignments ot
President Utichanan mainly on this subject
comes from Samuel VylloCrawfordlrovct
major general U S A A M M 1 JL
I ln bis work entitled Tbo Genesis of
the Civil War Although the above tltlol
appear after the name ot the author on the
title page wo learn from him In the lat
ibarter of bis book that he was assistant
tmgton on the medical stun ot MaJ Ander-
son

¬

and that It was not until the
return ot tho command from
Fort btimter to New York that ho
was appointed tnior In the 13th United
Statu Infantrj from which position by
gallant and meritorious services Id arlous
t allies ho rose to his present rank Ills
took ot 4CU octavo paces relates almost
n datively to tho notion ot the south
Carolina nulhoiltles ot the government at
Washington and of Ma Anderson touch-
ing

¬

rort Sumter and tho other forts and
United States arsenal at Charleston Who-
ever

¬

tball read this book will 1 think bo
surprised at two things at leastMhe first Is
that be has given such promlncnco to tho
acts and saylDgs of lending secessionists
notably tbo narratlvo ot Win II Tro cot
who was assistant Secretary of State under
Buchanan serving according to bis own
statement until tho 17th of December
three dajs only before tho passage of the
t iceeeton ordinance of South Carolina For
weeks before severing his ofllciat connec-
tion with the Department of State lie had
according to his own admission and from
letters now published been acting as cdii
fidcntlal agent of the leaders of the so
ceislon movement In his own state and
Immediately thereafter he became tho
agent of his state at Washington until his
return toSouth Carolina In Fobruary 1801
when he made a rccoid ot his Impressions
cf the events which have been tho subject

f to tnr h controversy and tho truth
about vl a Is ot essential importance to
the fur c history of the country A record
thus nde Gen Crawford continues may
w ell be considered n valuable contribution
to the materials ot that futuro history It
Is from this manuscript the writer has
drawn largely and oftentimes tbo clear
and vigorous narratlvo has been Inserted in
tbe terse and graphic words of the author
himself

Surely Gen Crawford Is to be congratu-
lated

¬

on being able to bring to his aid so
sttuto and valuable an assistant whoso
name from tho amount of matter furnished
ry mm might not navo been out ot place
on the title page of this remarkable Gen
esis of tbe Civil War In a matter relat-
ing to secession and the rebellion such a
witness in tbe case of a gallant Union
officer and historian striving to convict
the President of tho United States ot n
dereliction of duty appears In bis estima-
tion

¬

to have been considered more credible
and of rtuchiauikv eight than any testi-
mony

¬

of tbe 1rcsident himself or that of
mv member of his Cabinet Iho latter Is
lot less explicit and abundant than the
former and was read at his band

By way ot parenthesis 1 may remark
that tbt-- private secretaries to Presi
dent Lincoln In thtlr one sided part¬

isan history have resorted to this same
narrative ot Mr I riscot as well as to tho

testimony of other distinguished secession-
ists

¬

with a view to present President Bu
chanan In an unfavorable light If not ac-
tually

¬

as a traitor bctoro the country It
would le interesting to Know whether or
not this sort of aid on tbe part of Mr Tres
cot to the Republican cause was the lusnlr- -
1ng motive which led Mr Blaine when
Secretary of State ts select him for ono or
more Important diplomatic appointments

One other thing that must strike toe
leader of Gin Crawfords work Is tho con-
flicting

¬

estimates which he unwittingly
perl are places on the character if not tbe
motives ot President Buchanan

After narrating what he holds tbe Presi ¬

dent bad done or left undone In regard to
punin uaronna no goes on to say

failure on me part ot the rresl lent toif te
Jrnforco the soutnern ions or any oi mem

takflit nroduced Its lcoitfmato re
sult lfnil such rcllLfhnt n nrouintlv
km tho situation might novo been
fardlllercnt It is true that tho or
lcnizcd force legitimately under his command
is icportcd by I lout ceo Scott was small
but It was at tho time at least sufficient to
show tbo purpose ot tbo government and
to bold Fort Sumter until Cou-
nties could come to tbo rcscuo of tho
country But the President did nothing Ills
fear that by his own act bo might InauKurato
I ostllltlcs and so brine on civil war sustained
ni bis political convictions that tho Union
lould not be preserved by a war between tho
sinter his overwhelming desire for peace and
lils hope to keep tho border states amounted
tantlmldlty vvhlohwholl Incapacitated him
for action When history shall como
to pen tbe record of tho closo of nis career It
will Judge hlmnot Irom what ho did but what
from his great opportunities and grav e respon
sibilities he utterly tailed to do1

Now beforo turning back to bis previous
record let It ha observed that Gen Craw
f orcljlvcs the sentiment ho quotes against
President Buchanan Wholly Incapaci-
tated Htn for action as hie own but he
iloea not tell us from whom tbe language
came We might Infer from his Introduc-
tion

¬

that It w as from bis principal witness
although Martin J Crawford ono of the
confederate commissioners from Mont ¬

gomery is credited by tho author with
LnUnir emplojcd similar language In speak
Ugotthc President Mr Crawford bad
resigned bis soit as a member ot Congress
from Georgia and coining on the M uf
March fresh from the now Ik deed confed
irate governmiut be probably Uttered
Mrtself tbat he might Induce the IVesl
ilert to take 6orae action by which they
could avail tbemselus to their nl
vnntsco lot their proceedings with
Ire iLComlng administration liiid
Uf r6 be wroto borne that ho Inl
leeomo lull satisfied that it would
not bewsej to approach Mr Iluchanau tilth
my tope of his doing anj thing which
would result mHdntaireousl to om con ¬

federate government In his chigrln ho
id tied that be found him vvhollj dlsepiall
fled for lis present position lbercfnrc

1 o would not attempt to open negotiation
with tbe outgoing administration

Our author Is entitled to as much of the
testimony of his peculiarly qualltled nit
lessee from tho confederate side ss lean
possibly find room for

But to return Mr Lincoln was elected
en the bib of November prior to which
time It was generally supposed certalnlj
ly all Union men that his election would
be acquiesced In north and south It was
tot until the threatening attitude ot south
Carolina and rumblings of disunion on the
I art of secessionists In other southern
states and in Washington that mush If
asvtblnir was said on the I tn
iwlarce of strengthening cither our
military or naval defenses Meantime
says Gen Ciawrfordl tho irovcrnmint at

Washington was not In llllerent to the
UiQvemciitaln South Catollua where as
seen as tho result ot the election was
kiown the governor called for tbo services
ct tLo Waeblngtou Light Infantry and
stationed them as u guard over tho United
States arsenal In tbe city of Charleston on
the lth ot November An Inventory
alterward taken placed tbo value ot this
prorerty at 100 000 all of which was
tilted and appropriated to the use ot the
itate

At this period Secretary Floyd while
1 nldlctr to the right ot secession proteased
cpioslllinto Jts tier he tut beleved it

Injudicious to atttimpt to re enforce the
southern torts while Gen Cass and Judge
Hlscx Trescot ttites wcro In favor ot It
and tbo President also then Informed him
that be had determined to re enforco the
garrison in Charleston harbor upon which
n very animated discussion aroso Floyd
isld that bo would cut oil his right
band before ho would sign an order
to send ro enforcements to tbo Carolina
forts Ihompion Secretary of tbo Interior
agreed with blm perfectly and tbe
President consented to suspend his decision
until Gen Scott could reach Washington
It was now proposed that Mr Trescot call
on tbe President and announce his deter-
mination to resign ami proceed at once to
Columbia to lay tho facts botoro tbe ex-
ecutive

¬

of South Carolina should tbo
determination to ro enforce bo insisted on

I would be In Columbia be said
In thirty six hours and upon such Informa-
tion tbcro could be no earthly doubt that
the forts would bo occupied In the follow-
ing

¬
twenty four beforo ro enforcements

could reach them Merely tbe sending ot
ordinary supplies to Fort Moultrie he be
lieved would lead to tho occupation of
Fort Sumter In forty eight hours

Under date of Nov 15 1600 a special
order was Issued by command of Lieut
Gen Siott directing MaJ Uobcrt Ander-
son

¬

1st artillery to proceed to Fort
Moultrlo and Immediately relievo Brevet
Col John L Gardiner lieutenant colonel
let artillery In command thereof Col
Gardiner it appears bad on tbe 7th ot
November sent to tho arsenal at Charles-
ton

¬

a matter of ordinary routine
for a quantity of military
stores and to avoid observation
It was thought advisable to put tbo soldiers
detailed for tho duty in citizens dress
Nevertheless tho movements of the men
were watched Information was sent at
once to Charleston whose authorities pre-
vented

¬

tbo execution ot tbo order 1 cat
cllortof Col Gardlnei Gen Crawford save

cost him bis position but there Is noth-
ing

¬
to show that even Gen Scott through

whom the order for his removal was made
was advised of Its Impelling motive and It
is not at all probable that tbe President
was consulted or knew auytblng about It
Mr Irescot was in the secret The adjutant
general 8 Cooper was In the Interest of
the secessionists and afterwards tilled the
same position under Jefferson Davis white
Hold although still claiming to bo a t ulon
mau on his arrival at ltlchmond our au
thor states announced that ho had while
Secietarj of War supplied thesouih with
arms In anticipation of tho approaching re-

bellion a confession that be bid proved
ti cachcrous to bis former hlKh oniclal ti ust
Ho eucceided He was taken Into favor
and was subsequently oppolnted to tiie
rank ot brigadier general In the confederate
armv

We may aid here that on the Mill of
December without the knowledge or con-
sent

¬

of the President be onlercd tn the
foits at Ship Island and at Galveston In
no condition to receive their armnuentj
llJColumblads and eleven impounders
Foitunately the order was revoked by his
successor Joseph Holt before tho guns
could be shipped

On bis appulntment MaJ Anderson pro-
ceeded

¬

at once to bis post and on theJ31
of Not ember recommended that Fort Sum-
ter

¬

the kej of entrance to tho harbor
should be garrisoned at once Tbls was
as quickly communicated to tbe South
Carolina authorities fortheclt was full of
secession spies always on tho alert and
there wasno possibility of any movement be¬

ing made by tbo government for protection
against treason without Its being Immedi-
ately

¬

known at Charleston Col It li
libett ir a prominent And Inlluentlal citi ¬

zen of South Carolina urged upon tho gov
ernor tbat a large steamer ot the Boston
line should be chartered COO rillcineu put
on board and tbe sblp anchored abreast of
tbe fort Sumter commanding tbe entrance
of the Inner barbor

Instead of going to tho President as at
first proposed with a notice of his deter-
mination

¬

to reslcn and hasten to Columbia
should the President determine to re enforce
the garrison at Charleston It was decided
tbat he should write to Gov Gist tell
him-- that tho President was under very
stronc apprehensions tbat tho peoplo
ot Charleston would seize tho forte
tbat In consequence be felt bound to send
re enforcements that tho southern mem-
bers

¬

ot the Cabinet would resist tbls policy
to resignation Lut they thought tbat If be
felt authorized to write a litter assuring
tbe President tbat If no reVfprccments
were tent tbcro wrjJd benoatBCt urWi
tbe forts before ibMkeetlngofHMfeaUl
lion Ac On tho 20th of November In a
letter marked stilctly confidential he
proceids to execute this ti ust assuring the
governor that bo wished blm distinctly to
ULdtrttaml that there Is no lusslblllty of
such an order being Issued without the dis-
solution of the Cabinet and jour rccelvlog
ample notice Ibis mind wattrom tbe
assistant secrctarj ot sate The governor
answered Mr Irescot November M 1

have found great difficulty In restraining
tho people ot Charleston from sell
Ing tbe forts ard have only been able
to restrain them by tbe asseurauce that
to additional troops would be 6ent to the
forts or any munitions of war In a let
ter marked confidential of tame date
Gov Gist wrote to Mr Irescot to ask It
you lie have any objections In the event
of jour connection with tho federal gov-
ernment ceasing to remain in Washingon
and act as confidential agent for tbls de
partment lie takes occasion also to re
mark If there Is any luqulrj as to the
couree South Caiollna will pursue you
may safely say that she will not permit
any Increase of troops or munitions ot war
Intbeforts or aisenas and considering
It on cvldenco ot Intention to coerce and
an act of war she will use force to prevent
It and arolllslon must Inevitably ensue

Gen Casss letter of resignation was
banded to the President on the 15th ot
December the President as Mr Bu
chanan himself states In bis book page 1G
having determined not to disturb tbe
status quo at Charleston as long as our
troops should continue to be hospitably
treated by the inhabitants and remain In
unmolested possession of tho forts

Meantime says Gen Crawford a dis-
patch

¬

had arrived from MaJ Anderson
stating that be felt securo In bis position
line in connection wun tue innueuce exei
cited by the soutbern members of tbe Cabi-
net Induced the President to change bis
purpose and re enforcements were not
sent MaJ Anderson had been Informed
by tbo adjutant general tbat It ws be-

lieved from Information thought to be to-
llable tbat an attack will not bo made on
jour command Tbe Increase of
tbe forco under jour command bouovcr
much to be desired would tbe Secretary
tblnks Judging from recent excitement
produced on account of an anticipated In ¬

crease as mentioned In your loiter but
add to tbe excitement and mlgbt lead to
serious results

On the lib of December John McQueen
William Porcher Miles MI Bonhain W
WBojce and Lawrence M Keltt mem
bers of Congress from South Carolina
alter a conference with tbe President by
four of them deprecating imj attempt at
re enforcements addresstd a letter to blm
expressing their strong lonvletlons that
the forts would not be cither V ticked or
molested previous to the net of tho con-
vention and we hojcnud believe not until
an olTcr has teen mate thr ii aua
credited representative to negotiate foraa
amicable arrangement of all nutters he
tut m the state aud the fcdtul government
prouma tint no ro cntorcemtnts snail do
sent Into tboso forts anil their relative
military status shall remain as at tires
ent 1 he Presl lent objected to tbe
word provided In their statement lest
It he should accept It without remirk It
might possbly be construed Into au agree
meutonbls part not tn re ouforce the forts
Such an agreement he informed them he
would never make bllll bo ha I no pres
cnt design under the circumstances to
ibanj0 tbo condition ot those toils In
tlelr report of tbls Interilew to tbocou
vcntlon Messrs Miles and Keltt said that
the President promised In the iuut ot his
changing bis policy tor any leaeon ho
would return the paper to them that the
Impressli made upon thedtlcgatlon was
that the Prceldert was wavering and hid
not wholly decided as to what course ho
would jureue Ibcj do notpretiudor
even Intimate that there was anj pledoou
either side

Provision bad been undo tor tho re
enforcement of tho forts In c36o of need
when on tbe 11th of December tLo follow
Irg Instructions wero convejid to MaJ
ytudirton by Assistant Adjutant General D
U Buellwhowas dispatched to Fort Moul-
trie

¬

for that purpose by the Secretary ot
War viz I

Ion are rarcfullj to avoid every act which
would needless tend to provoke aggression
and for tbat teuton vou are not wltbout evi
tent and Imminent necenltj to take up any

I oslllon which could bo construed Into the as ¬

sumption of a hostile attitude but jou aro to
held rotsenion of the forts In thl harbor and
It tttucndeu frv todvfvndjournU to tbo
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last cxtrtralt Tho smallntss of your forco
will not cnnlt you perhaps to occupy more
than oca of the three lorts but an attack onor
Attempt to late possession of cither of them
will bo n carded as an act ol hostility and you
may then put your command Into cither of
them which jou may deem most propr to
Increao lupcivTcrof resistance ouarcalto
authorised to tako similar stepi w henever you
have unplhle evidence of a design to proceed
to hostile act

ben a copy of this order was laid before
the President bo gave directions for Its
modlCcatiop as regards the Instruction to
defend birr jlf to the last extremity Mai
Anderson being advised tbat it was suf ¬

ficient for blm to defend himself until no
reasonable hope should remain et saving
tho fort

About tbo 17th of December Capt Foster
took from the arsenal fortv muskets and
Placed them In tbo magazines at Fort Sum-
ter

¬

and Castle Plnckney Tbe act says
Gen Crawford occasioned an excitement
that ought to have been foreseen The
military storekeeper Infomed Capt Foster
of this and astured him that some violent
demonstration was certain unless the excite
ment could be allayed and he asked thclm
mediate return ot toe muskets Capt Foster
declined but ws willing to refer tbo mat-
ter

¬

to Washington Mr Trcscots tcrvlccs
were now called Into i Hllon by a tele-
gram asking him to have tbo arms in
stantly returned or a collision may occur
at any moment Iho result was an order
from the Secretary of War directing Capt
Foster to return tho arms Instantly which
was done and J J Pettlcrew aide de-
camp

¬

telegraphed back to Irescot Tbe
governor says bo was glad of your dispatch
conveying tbe order for otherwise thero

would nave been Imminent danger Earn-
estly urge that there be no transfer of
troops from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter
and Inform the Secretary of War

Gen Crawford states that the tending
of MaJ Until and the object ot his mission
were known In Washington and on the
11th of December tho principal newspaper
ot Charleston published from Its corre-
spondent

¬

In Washington tbe following dls
patch

MaJ Illicit and sci oral other officers of the
army Imvchecn ventto tort Moultrie to look
alter tho lorn Kecpaharp look out upon
them ThM wcro sent fomo good tom etc
llit they make no change in the distribution
ofioldlcrisoastoput them all In Fort Sum
tcr that would be dnuscroiH to u

Meantime the difficulties of Andersons
position at Foit Moultrie Increased dally

Tbo President had now definitely deter
mined upon a policy sajs our author
which he maintained until the last

At midnight on tbe lsth ot December
Gen Crawford states Gov Pickens Gov

Glstssuccessor sent for Capt Charles II
Simpson who with his Washington Light
Infantry bad been guarding the arsenal to
prevent tbe removal of ammunition or
stores to tbe forts and ordered blm with
such men from his company as he could
rliy upon to cruise betweeu the two forts
of Mcultrle and Sumter to prevent tnu
evacuation of the former and tako posses
slnn of the latter He said that he had heard
of eucb Intention and tbat It must bo pro
vented at all hazards lie was to lull
every boat passing between tho forts If lie
found tbat any were boats with United
states troops ou board be was to prevent
their passage and should tbo officers per-
sist

¬

be was to sink bis boats and then
Immediately tako Fort Sumter

In a letter to Gov Pickens dated Dec
IS President Buchanan Informed blm ot
tending Caleb Cushlng to hold communi-
cation with blm In bis own behalf Ho

assumes tbe fact that the state of South
Carolina Is now deliberating on tbe ques-
tion of tcccdlng from the Union and he
considers It his duty to exert all the means
In his power to avert so dread a catas
trophe Gov Pickens said to Mr Cush ¬

lng that he would return no reply to the
Presidents letter except to say very can
didly tbat there was no hope forthe Union
and tbat astar as bo was concerned he In ¬

tended to malualn the separate Independ
ence of South Carolina and from tbls pur-
pose

¬

neither temptation nor danger should
for a moment deter blm Tbo ordinance
of secession having passed on tho SOth of
December a committee of both homes of
the legislature Invited Mr Cushlng to be
present on tbo evening of that day when
tho ordlnanco was to be slened It Is
hardly necessary to say that be declined
the Invitation and returned at once to
Washington

On tbe evening ot Dec SO MaJ Anderson
addressed a short letter to Adjt Gen
Cooper saying 1 hav o tbe honor to report
tbat I have Just completed by tbe blessing
of God the removal to this fort Sumter
of all my garrison except tho surseon
four 1 on commissioned t flicers and seven
men Ihe step will h I have
taken war in my opinion nutssaiy to pro
vent tte efTuslt u of blood

Gen Crawford states that ordc s hid In u
given to Capt foster who w i left in
charge nf 1 ort Moultrie that If there
should bo any attempt to Inteifcrc with
the patsoge of tbe boats upon the part of
the guard boat ho was tn lire upon her
Foitunately the guard boat did not nuke
herappeararce until Just after tho trtus
fcrence ri d the night pissed without Incl
dent

Meantime three commissioners Ijhert
W Bvrnwcll lames II Adams and lames
I Oir weie appointed fiom Sou h ire
Ilea lo treat with the goverunent nf the
United Slates and they arrived In Wash
Incton on the tame day ot M ij Andersons
eons removal to l ort Sumter Before tbiy
were ready to present thcr credentials to
tbe President the news of that uuexpecl d
movement was ou the morning of the - h
of December brought to blm by Scnaors
Hunter of Virginia and Davis of Mijls
slppl Mr Trescot also occompinvlng tbeni
Hire Is Mr lrescots account of the Inter
view as quoted by our author

Have j ou received any Intelligence from
Charleston In the last few hours asked Col
IJavIn Nouo said the President Ihen
said Col Davis I hovo a great calamity to
announco to you llo then stated tho actf
and added And now Mr President you aio
surrounded with blood and dishonor on all
sides Tho 1 resident exclaimed My God
aro calamities tor inlslortnues I forget which
never to come slnelyl I call God to wltneis
you gentlemen heuer than anjboly know
tbat tbls Is not only without buiagalmt my
orders It Is against my rollcy

lbe Cabinet was Immediately called
together when as our author states at the
suggestion ot Judge Black tho order con
veyed to MaJ Anderson by Maj Bucll on
tne inn oi uccemuer wnicn oiucr -- socmen
to be Ignored or forgoteu was sent for
and Its Import brouebt Into special noth c
Until now Gen Crawford observes the
President had possibly regarded It as n
matter ot routine only

The South Carolina commissioners hid
their first and only Interview w Ith tbe Presl
dent on tbo SSth of December Ho le
celved them courteously and as private

entlemen alone He listened continues
Gen Crawford to their statement but In
formed them that It was to Congress they
must look at the same time expressing
his willingness to lay before Congress any
propositions they might make to blm

Mr Barnwell acted as tbe chairman and
brought to tbe attention ot the President

the arrangement which had been made
early In December between blm and the
South Carolina delegation that It bad bei u
oletrved lu rood faith ty tilt pto
pie tt South Carolina who could
ct aty time after the arrangemiut
was made up to the ulbt when MiJ An
derson removed to sumttr have eccuplcl
Fort fcuintcr and captured Moulrle wlili
nil Its command that Iheiemovnlof n
derson violated that ngrenncnt on the part
oi tne government oi tne i nucu stales
and tbat the faith ot the President and the
government bad bien thereby forfeited
They persistently demanded that Mjj An
eenon should be at once ordered back to
Fort Moultrie iltii mwford furnishes
thlsfuilherttfcount ot the Intcrvlow from
a letter of Mr Orr OLeof the coinmls
eloutrs pwni written to blm Sept Ji
1KI over twenty wars after P took
line Ihe Prieldint made various
excuses why he should le allow id
time to decldu the qiustlou
Mr Lucbanun still hesitating Mr
Barnwell sail to blm vt least three times
lutligtho lilirvlew Hut Mr President
your personal honor Is Involved In this
matte I tic faith you pledged lias been
violated aud jour peronal hi nor requires
you to letue the order Mr Bnuwell
pressed him so hard on this point that the
President said oumust give me time to
consider tbls Is a grave question Mr
Barnwill replied to blm for tbe third time
But Mi President your personal honor Is

Involved In Disarrangement Whereupon
Mr Iluchanau with great earnestness
old Mr Barnwell jou aro pressing me
toolmpoituuately jou dont give me time
to consller The Interview ter
minated without eliciting an order from tbo
President to restore tbe status ot the troips
In Charleston harbor

We will lit Gen Crawford speak agalni
Whatever tgrecment er understanding

rxavhsveleen entered Into between tbe
iouriiriLt U Wteblcgtou hnd those who

tcted for the state ot South Carolina la re
gard to tbe existing status In tbe barbor ot
Charleston It Is evident that Maj Ander-
son had not been Informed of it When be
benid almost dally that bis position In Fort
Moultrie would bo attacked and saw tbe
sightly watch upon him lest bo should
transfer his common to tho stronger
and safer position of Fort Sumter

It was tbe latter action
wholly In violation ot any agreement
that might have been made that Impressed
him beyond all othorsand mainly Influenced
bis actions and bo resolved to tako ad-
vantage

¬

of tbe tangible evidence and re-
move

¬

his command
In his letter of Dec 27 to tho War Do

liartmcnt Mai Anderson aivi I will add
that many things convinced me that the
authorities of tbo stato designed to proceed
to a hostile act

In their letter to the President the South
Carolina commissioners renewed their de
liinid that MaJ Andctson should be ordered
to remove his command back to Fort Moul-
trie

¬

and Insisted that tbe removal to Fort
Sumter was made in violation ot pledges
given ty tbe President On this point
while the lrcldent freely expressed his
surprise and regret at tbe removal as
likely to operate injuriously against his
polcy for the preservation of the peace ho
positively denied tho existence of
any pledge on his part
tying bla bauds As to the
alleged pledge be himself says wohavo
already shown that no such thine existed
Nevertheless strange to say our Union
general Crawford seems to take the oppo-
site

¬
sldeot this question and Introduces his

secession witnesses In support ot It Says
he Andersons action whllo not Incon ¬

sistent with the position of bis message nor
tbe official action of his Cabinet wai
wholly In violation of tho policy
that the President had pursued For
a tliuo tho President was undetermined
as to wbat course to take but he had
eventually prepared a draft of an answer to
tbe South Carolina commissioners which
yielded thcpolnt at Issue when by the firm
and decided action of hie ecrctary of italc
the cotscqucnce of such action upon
bis pint was presented In so clear a light as
to induce blm to change bis purpose
Sajslrcscol For a moment he wavered
Hut be cculd f aiio other course
Ills Secretary- - state and his Attorney
Gercial said to him Decide whatever you
may have dotie weare uncomtnltt d Keep
the word which the south sirs you have
pledged and we resign

Bight at this point beg to Introduce as a
witness one wboo testimony ought to hive
nearly If not quite as much weight as any
presented In lrescote Narrative1 nolens
a witness than Judge Black himself He
was writing upon his memorandum
touching the paper abjvu referred
to which tbe President had hastily
drawn up In reply to tho commls
slclicrs of Smith Carolina Ho hal
remarked that had tbe Presl lent refused to
adopt his views equally approved by
Meters Holt and Stanton as ereSd In
bis Judco Blacks meinoriudum
thereon both be and Stanton would luva
resigned Mr Holt he adds perhaps
would have done the same but he did not
say so lbere never was any talk or sug-
gestion Q thrint absolute or conditional
of resignation by auy northern member ot
tbe administration than what Is here
6tated

It does not appear on whoso authority
uen irawioru iuukcs iuo louowing state
ment but presumably an that of his assist-
ant

¬

editor He writes
lu regard to any understanding or agree

ment the 1 resident had acknowledged it
and claimed thai ho was allecled by It person
ally Voiidouoiseein to appreciate Judge
Illeik said he ihnt my personal honor as a
gentleman Is involved Such au under-
standing said Juice Black is Impoiilhle

ou could not make it or any agreement with
any one Iliac would tlu your hands lu the exe-
cution

¬

of the laws slid ir y ou did make It y ou
must retire Irom It 1 nially tbe lrcsldeiu
yielded his objection and committed the
paper which be had s ibmltted tn Ills Cabinet
Into tho hands of his secretary of Slate

It would appear from this that tbo sup
position or allegation that tho President
acknowledged be had bound himself by an

understanding or agreement as
charged Is based ou something he may
have written in that paper which he

laced In the bands of his Secretary ot
S tate It Is certain that Gen Crawford
did not receive from cither Judge Black
Mr Stanton or Mr Holt any such admis
sion however he may have tiled to obtain
It from the former as Indlca ed by the
following mamlual note saying

Onthcl of March IMJ 1 had a Ion and
earnest conversation wltn Judge Black upon
tho subject ot tho Intirv lew between tho Iasl
di nl Ld the congressional delegation ot South
Carolina as lo lbe uoddrtaudlui or urraucc
mctt screed upon nl that Interview Ihocle
lallselliH Interview with Iho 1rcildcut when
tbciourolssloners of South Carollua were lu
Washington were Mated when at the end I

said Well then Judge lilacs there appears
to tc but one ct ncluslou lo be rcache l the

roldtnt did make that agreement lbe
judge rote and lojkli g steadily at me for n
nicuim sad leinember that li m con
clmlou

Mr liesOt In ht Narralve ts

Attorney Gineial Stanton is saying
to blm Trecoti yuu say thePresldeut
Los pledged himself I do not know It I
have not beard 1 account but 1 know you
believe It

1efeniLi to this euije t Mr Ill due In
his political hlstury makes the chaigetbm

Mr Buchanan prepare auans ver to their
Ihe South Cutolliiv citumlsslone B te

quest which vvm- - i umproiulsliig to tbe
horn r of the lxecutlve aud till
Ions to the integrity of the
Union Mr 1 Hu hauiin Jl nry
the Presidents nephew and pHiiiiesii
rctary colled Gen Holts attention to and
asked bis opinion particularly on that
statement In bis answer May 0 lbSI
Gen Holt goes Into n lengthy and un ¬

answerable vindication ot Mr Iluchanau
which paper will form an Important chap-
ter

¬
In the history of bis administration I

will give place only to this paragraph
which of Itself Is a sulllctent answer tn Mr
Blaines falsu and ill Judged chorgc
SaysGeu Holt While unable at tbls
late day to iceall all the details ot
the answer to the commissioners
diafted by the Prtsldeiit my recollection
Is distinct that It contained nothing prop-
erly

¬

understood that Is us tbo President
nimeeii unutrstoou it ami wisueu it to no
undirttood by others which could be held
to I e ccn promising to the honor of the
executive and peillous to tho Integrity ot
the I nton Mr Buchanan had so uuardel
bis i creoral honor through a long lite that
at Its close there was found upon it neither
stunuor trace of stain with equal solid
tu and lu mj lellcf with equal success
d ic watch over tbe honor ot the great
i ce ho held

fhe publication of tho Memorandum
or Judge Blacks Protest as be styled It
when be first promulgated It throiuh the
Lancaster Fa Intclligincei of July 7
1STI has no doubt given rise to very er
loncous as well astinlust criticisms upon
Mr Luthanan aud It Is duo the memory of
Judge Black to express tbe charitable
lellcf that hud he known the
well Irtetitlotnl paper against
vvldih Le to excitedly entered
bis pri test was nu longer in existence
he n vcr vv ould hav e glv en his comments to
tbe press speaklni ot It Gin Holt lu
his letter Just metitlouid say lie judge
did nothing by halves and lu the fervur ot
hlsloyaltv to the I ulon he Iommmted on
wbatliad lien cvotud lu the Cabinet f
in h iiiirtlaloiatlncard InteiislfvliL his
stilctuicaby the vigor of speech for which
1 c via so distil gulshcd

Sulfite to 91 In Ihe language of Inn
Holt the President uuboltatlugly ill
rtctid tlut au answer should to prepared
In accordance with the chunks leelred
ahd tblswas accordingly done Iho let
tir so perfected was scut to tho commis
sioners whose reply was m Intuiting tint
It was Instantly returned with this tit torsi
nenl llils patiitu l preluded to trio
Preslduit Is of such a nature that ho le
ctins to ricilve It onnntntlng on
this matter Judge Ulatk remarks

Mr Buchanan had always felt
In lull Ihe diipnsporslblllty which icsted
upon him He was anxious to avoid a col
llslonwhlli would leventaccommolallon
nurry tne conursiaiis out oi the i ulon

titillated tLo of the forts at
l barleston On the contrarj he had tnd
f oi ml j declared beforo tbe election and
after that those forte should l e given up
he would rather die than live

Alter all vvss ovir Mr Buchanan blm
stlf in writing In tho third person on thl
subject said lbe President believed it to
to Impossible to garrison tho numerous
forti In the United States In time of peace
that to attempt this would have be in a con
fesslon ot weakness as the force at b s

therefore considered It hlsdnty torefiain
frcin any act which might provoke or en
courage tbe cotton states into secession
and to imooth tbo way foriOngrcsElonal
compromise

MsJ Anderson was now as he tellevid
firmly Intrenched In Fort Sumter and dele-
gation alter delegation tent by Gov
Pickens demanding bis surrender or return
to Fot t Moultrie was courteously dismissed
with the undeniable statement that ho had
removed blscommand from Fort Moultrie to
1 ort Sumter as he bad a right to do being
In command of all the forts In tbo harbor
He laid be bad not been Informed of any un
demanding which the governor claimed
be had violated that his position was
threatened every night by the troops of the
state and that ho was apprehensive of a
landing on the island lo prevent thl
tald he earnestly I removed on my own
responsibility my sola object being to pre-
vent bloodshed Ho said at the same time

In this controversy between tho north and
the south my sympathies are entirely with
the eouth

Says Gen Crawford Anderson now
felt strong In bis position and ho fre-
quently remarked to the witter that he
controlled tbe situation His whole ellort
was to effect as far as it lay In bis power
a rcaceful solution of the difficulties

Ho had reported tho progress ot batteries
in construction around him but as late as
tbe 30th of January he had urged with
emphasis tbat he hoped tbat no attempt
would bo made by friends to throw sup
plies In and that their doing so would do
moro barm than good Two dars
after his entrance Into tho work he
bad Informed bis government tbat God
willing he would In a few days be so strong
tbat the South Carolinians would hardly be
fcolleh enough to attack i me him He
thought tbat tbo city was entirely In his
powct that he could cut oft Its commun-
ication

¬
by sea and closo Its harbor by dc

stroylng the lighthouses and he believed lu
hlstttllltytodott Ontheaistof Decern
her he wrote the Wor Department saving

riisrk God we arc now where the govern
ment may send us additional troops at Its
leisure Tbecovcrnmcnt having dcldcd
to sustain MaJ Andcron In his present
position Sei retary Flojd aide It t pretext
to offer I Is resignation which was Instantly
acceited as the lreeldent through lee
President Breckinridge hid requested It
tome days bt fore

Nowcnme the Hrlntr upon the Mar of
the West on tlcinh nf lnuatv Uol the
circumstances of which are well known aud
we have lot room for an account ot them
here In his letter to Gov Plckeus de
mandlng to know If tbu firing was by lilt
order be characterized It ns an act h be
llevid without a parallel la tbu history of
our country or of any other rlylllzed gov
eminent tbat It not disclaimed
be must ugaid It as au act or

war ard after a reasonable lime for the
return of Lis inessencer ho should not per
mlt any vessel to lass within the range nf
Lis guns As Mr Iluchanau remarks

Had he adhered to his purpose the civil
war would thin have commenced Gov
Pickens replied to Maj Anderson saying

lhc set Is pufectly iustlfied by inc MaJ
Anderson concluded to dispatch Lieut
lalbot to Washington and await Instruc-
tions

¬

On the 11th ot January the stuic day
Gen Crawford says upon which the hulks

of four vessels were sunk across the chan-
nel at tho entrance ot the harbor Gov
Pickens made another demand for the sur
render ot Sumter having prev lously seized
all the other fortsas well as the I nltod States
arsenal at Charleston with Its nearly halt n

minion oi stores ine result was tnc dis
patching of Lieut Hall to WVhlugtuu
with instructions from Maj Anderson
and the governor appointed Isaac W
Hayne his attorney general to accompany
him Meantime the state authorities con-
tinued

¬

their actlvo work on thb fortifications
I reed not give the particulars of Mr
Havnes mission thev areot nubile record
and It Is sufficient to say tbat tbe governors
proposition to buy I ort Sumter and
contents as property of the United States
sustained by a declaration In effect that If
she Is not permitted to make tho purchase
she will seize the fort by force of arms
was of course declined as wholly load
misslllc the grounds of this decision being
cleorly and ably stated In tbe letter of Feb
07801 from tho Secretary if Wan Holt
to Mr Haync Mr Holt ilo cs his letter
with the following solemn warning If
with all tbo multiplied proofs which exist
of the Presidents anxiety for peace and of
the earnestness with which he has
lUrsutd It the authorities of that statu
f outhCdrolliiaJshallassiult tort Sumter
Hid ptrll the lives of tbe habdful uf brave
and loyal men shut up vvllhln lis walls
ind thus plunge our common country Into
the horrors ot civil war then upon them
mil those they represent must nst tin
itsioiisiiiiuy

Aseailv r the list of Dciumber pro
vision ball teen matin id for the sending
of re enforcements to the forts lu Cinrlets
on bsrlor by tne war ship Brooklyn but

It wat deemed advisable to substitute the
-- tar of the West for that vessel we have
nii with what result lhls did n t detir

lie govcimeut Iron making other p cur
atlons for the rUlef o Tor S irater but
be plan for such lellcf for aibus tea

sont was not cfrrled Into i lit ct
On the 1 lit li nf I cbruary MuJ Anderson

vrolelo the War Department askli L what
curse It would be piopei tor blm to tike
t wltbout declaration ot war or a notice
jf hostilities Le should etc the fljatli g
Oattery cf tbe s nth Carolina authorities
tl I roaihlnc bistort seeing they mlhtat
tempt placing Itwllblo goud distance hefoie
a declaration of hostile Ictcutlous I was
present when tbls question was presented
in Cabinet The President still anxious to
avoid thing the first gun wished time to
consider lbe Secretary ot War asked
blm what he would do or rather what
MuJ Anderson ought to do lu case he wero
lu charge ot a foit and tho enemy should
commence undermining it Iho Piesldeut
promptly answered that he should crack
away at them lhls according to my mem
ornndum made at the time was on the lHh
ot Hbrpary On the -- id of that month re
plying to Moj Anderson Mr Holt repeated
ids Instructions of tbe 10th ot January
which wero toact strictly on tho delen
olve and to avoid by all means eompitl
bio with tbo eafcty ot your command a
collision with the hostile forces by which
you arc surrounded mid added lhc
policy thus Indicated must govern join
conduct Ihe President Is not dlsDOSed at
the preteut momeut to change the Instruc-
tions

¬

under which you have been here
tofore actlug or to occupy auy other thin
a defensive oslllon If iiowovcryou are
convinced by sufllclcnt evidence that the
raft of which you speak Is advancing for
tbo purpose of making an assault upon lbe
fort then sou would be justified on the
principle of self defense In not awaiting Its
actual arrival there but by repelling forco
by forco on Its approach

Tbe length ot my article reminds me that
1 should bring It to a clotc by the mention
of only a few thlnS more relating to Pat
Ident Buchanans administration with a
l rlef allusion lo tho beginning of the til
mliiistiatlcn of Mr Lincoln

On tbt 4th of Maich vt thoninuuiit Alien
tbu thirty sixth Congress an Mr Ha
shawms admit Istratlon were jmut to ex
plrc the Secretary of W jr hid I efore the
Cabinet a letter thi morning rewind
from MJ Anderson whl b is Mi Hit
rhaimn lorrietly stat e wasiuilly Mi
Holt guatlv to his own surpilsc aialih it
rf iviry othti member of the vb net
lu tbls the major dicljies tint ba would
not lo witling to risk lis reputation
on an attempt to throw i e cnfoi cements Into

b irtietoii harroi with a forco of lis than
0lOtooil aid will disciplined mm On

tbo luring of the 4th Mr ISucbiuin
vvL06i linn aslresldiut had ovplredutlJ
in calltil themiiiilitia of his Cabinet to
gether at tt e ollhe nf Dl trl t Mnuuy
Ould ovir Corcoran and Idcgst Mink
vv ben after full consultation It wii- - agree 1

that Mr Holt should prepaid a letter to
President I Iccoln giving n detailed
omit of what bad teen done touching Mil
vndtreone occupation nf Fori -- umtel and
seidlttoblin with MiJ vudcrswi Icttn
aud accompanying papers ascaily isp
hie otitic next day

AtLOon on the Mb in other meeting i
biiei us pi r agreement at the War Hi ait

aid precipitate it Uvll wor for which tbo mint Mr lliuhanan and nil the meiiiiws
government was totally miprcparcd Hut of his t ablnit except linlge llhck hi ng
he bad rev erfor a moment wllllnt con pesertwhen Mr Holts Ictir whiih be

suricmlcr

if

nc- -

had prepared was real discussed indn Ith
light alterations unanimously approved
Ibis letter forms au luiiioi taut chapter In
lbe blttory of President Jim hanans admn
Istratlon

Now with two or three more pntatloue
trim our author not Trescot hut craw
fcrdj anel n forcible ixpreselou oflulge
Hack 1 pass to a brier mention of Mr

1 Ircoln 6 pcllcy ot treating tho great pies
tlon ot the day

ien Crawford etates truthfully end
cimmaid wusileurdly Inadequate to tbe manfully that It vvts notdmltd tLit ao
oijecnn view ami uiBtit would nvc pro- i rresiueni wee row ernes no oneclaim d

war or bat without additional and tpeclal
legislation he could properly or efficiently
act acd yet the Cool rets ot lnOiil dm
lly and rertletectly refused to pass
ii v set or to adopt any reso-
lution either to pretervo tho Union
by pesceful measures or to grant to
tbe - xecutlv i the power of aggression or to
Increase and dthtc his power of detense

And yet Mr Buchanan desired and strove
to serve his country He bad asked Con-
gress for those powers necessary to meet
the unprecedented condition of things but
whose excrcl c without tho action ot Con- -

le deemed Impossible To all ofErees appeals for such powers Congress
treated blm with indifference If not
with contempt Upon ono point
he was Inflexible and from It be never
wavered and that was bis determination
never tinder any pressure of circumstances
to surrender the torts at Charleston and to
this rctolve be adhered to tho last

Shortly before hlsdeatb In August ls3
Judgo Black writing In answer to a letter
of Mr leffereon lavls ssld The de
mand for tbe evacuation of Fort Sumter
and theturrendir Into the bands ot South
Carolina was take It all In all tho most
Impudent In tbe history of tho world

President I Incoln had no tooner taken
his scat than he was beset with the samu
difficulties which had caused bis prede
cessor so much concern and trouble
The Montgomery commissioners with Asso ¬

ciate Justice lames A Campbell of Ala
bama who shortly afterwards reslgucd
his seat on the Supreme Bench and many
other pronounced secessionists wero on
hand all dcmsndlng the evacuation ot
lort Sumter Justice Campbell who had
used his Influence with President Buchanan
In trying In vain to get him to disavow
tbe act of Major Anderson In removing his
command to Fort Mimtcr sought still also

ly hie peisonal Irflucnce with tho new
administration to bring about a peaceful
solution of the difficulties and tbe first
step toward that most dclnblo end was
they Icslsttd tbe lelltiqufsbmcnt of Fort
sumter Into tho possession ot the Mont-
gomery government

A warlike construction saysUen Craw
fordiof tie Itiaugiiial of Mr Ilucolnwas
placed upon It by the southern element at
W asblngtc n Ou the nib of March lieu
BeaurFkanl assumed command ot the
troops at Charleston Friends at Wash
Ington kept him fully Informed of any pos
elble movement On the same day
f oiniulssloner Crawford rcportid to
his gourcmcrt that the se cctlons
tnsde of the advisers of the President would
prove lentllclal to the confederate state
and that it was the determined purpose ot
the Suritarles of Stite and WareScward
acd ameremi to accitutid maintain a
peace policy He deemed It odtlsable to
slit port Mr SiwurdV policy of peaccbe
cause he felt cot lldtul It would tend to

cement the eonfidrracy and put It bo
jonl the teach ot either bis arms or tils
diplomat j On the lllh of March Sent
tor Migfall Informed the-- confederate gen
eral by tcligrab that It was believed An
elcitou will he ordered to evacuate Sumter
In live days and tbat this was icrtalnly
Infoimally sgitid upon In Cabinet Saturday
night Gen liiatircgaul thereupon wrote
MaJ Anderson that he had been Informed
that Mr 1 amon the authorized agent of
the President had after seelncMnJ Ander-
son

¬

Informed Gov Pickens that the com-
mand

¬

was to be transferred In a few days
to another post He added that all ihat
would be ri quired of him would be his
word ot honor as an officer and gentleman
that tbe fort with Its armament and all
public property should lemaln without any
airongeucnts for Its destruction that
company and sldo arras might be ttkeu
and tbe log taluted

Ma Andeieon replied that II he could
leave the fort only upon such a pledge he
would never so nclii him God leave this
fort alive

There were fears that tbe fort wotili be
undermined and the New York loiniiu ml
Id firii said If Sumter must be aban

doned let It be a shapeless mass of ruins
Commissioner Crawford professed great

Impatience at the delay as did also tbe au-
thorities

¬

at Charleston Said the former
rbeevacuttlon of Mimter Is Imperative

Still ludtto Campbell advised patience
On the 1Mb ot March be drew up tbo fol-
lowing memorandum which received the
approval of Mr Justice Nelon who
with him wos striving for peace and Its
contents having lecn communicated to tho
Secretary ot state was handed to the com-
missioner wl oatoneeadvl6ld theauthorl
tlesat Montcnmciy

I feelperfee t confidence lu the fact tint
Fort Mimter will he-- evacuated lu the next
live days slid that lhls Is felt to bo a
mcunuelmroelni vast lesponslblllty upon
the adinlnlstiatlnu

1 feci infect confidence that no meas
ure chbt glng the evlttlni status of things
prejudlcally to tbe southern confederate
states li nt prcttnt contemplate 1

I feel entire confidence that any Imme-
diate demand for au answer to tbe com
munication of the eommlssloiieis will he
prceluetlve of evil ard not of good I do
not lelleve ILat It sbculd I e pressed

I tftmistlj ask fot a delHy until the ef
fect of the evuetiailouor Foit sumptcrcau
be ierrt Mailed or at Ictst for t few daye
say ten elavs

Hon Jehu Hell of ltniesic we are
told stioitlv urttel Mr I Incoln - not to
dMuili tbeee nfnlmti statu lie hud as
suied him that any atteuq t to collect the
levtnt e or to Interfere wl h its unvcruuunt
would be tbe slkhal foi the secession uf
evirv border state

ihe reluctance manifested upon the
pan of the lommittee lo yield to auy dc
lay it appears was largely assumed
as Gin I lawford states that Col 1 orsyth
line of the committee told blm lu ISTtI that
tbclr cceret lnstitictlous from Montgomery
wire lotilay with Mr Seward to dilay
and gain time until the south was ready Q

On tho same day 15th ot March Presi-
dent Lincoln wroto to each of his Cabinet
officers asking a written answer to the
following question Assuming tt to be
possible to now provision lort Sumter
under lbe circumstances Is It wise to at- -

nipt It
Mr seward nnswcrcl by along letter
mi which I make the following extracts
II Itwcie olblc lo p acefutly provlilou

I uit Sumter ol cuiirso I should answer that
It would be both unwise and Inhuman no to
annul t It 1 ill tbu facts of thu cave aro
known lo I eihat thoattinipl hum be made
bj thocnirlojiiKui nl n military mil marine
force which would provoke imnlai met
piotaby initiate n civil war which the gn
ernnieut of the Lulled -- Inteiwoild he i eini
milted lo maintain IhroiiLh all iIuuilcs tu
tonic dcilulto loutlusloii

lullucnicd I these situ incuts have felt
that It istxccedliigly foruiliatc that to a ur at
extent tho fitlirnl koveinmell occupies thin
far not au aggressive altltule but praetl all
A lie lei s ve one whtIulheuccGltv n i

ifelvllvvar Is lo Le Initiated tails ou thoe
who seek to dlsmcmler and to subvert the
I nlou

The jollcy of tho tunc therefore has
setuicd lo me to i ontl t in conciliation Willi li
should deny todlsunlonlsGam new trovo a
tlon oral I urn i nllcnsc whlti U would onab e
Hie unloulMt lu lhc slave statin to maintain
with Irutli and with elicit tl at tho alarms
and a rcheuslons put forth by th diMiulon
isti aro uouudlcHS and fa se

It it I c Indeed true that tad cm ion Is no t
nry to i revel t diHiienihuiceui nf the I iilmi

and civil war nr It her pi t Ik in n iirhtuul
lover of humai llv cnitd I eMtaliln nrcuhr
parly for ihe IlI er Inure is ot e uuirj ml
bninnuliy

larlly by pirily i lun inN
lolliyhns oeeu hllhirlo irsiie t by tin late
iiiiiniuisiriiiinu oi uc neural vv ruuieiiraii
iy tbe Itei uLlleill pailv In its e ip irete itc
Hon II Is h this oluj thus pursued Itliuk
thai the pocrcssol 11 incmhir aenl has bcn
arrested nil rtlic nil cull states hal se

e led and the borltr states yet reman al
Llioiiili they iloauucall in Ihe Pnln

kii po olhccvj tdillnu mic e Ml ll o lhc
teiiiioiiemeiilof -- uuiter i hiive tin i a
garrison in lort ftumtirtnnt tan dclv asm ill
lor H months What is II lo do then Is It
loir like war by 0 filing Us laitmks nut nl
timitlig odiuiolish ihedofones nf the-- i ar
Miliums 1 unit deciolih Ihiiu II it trie
11 tin iit what Is tin cdvaninie u shall
tmu mln 1 II it an how will it irvu to
ihik or rcvtnt ilMinlon In either utso It
mnsioiiie that wu will have iim nur tleil it
iril war by on i own act wit to it am le tlu

il nt nllir vvhlih nunlnu will he hueliM
fl i nu icr mis i iniiui riunii

ltit -- eiretarj ot W trial ghiu the sub- -

jui iiiiiui cm siiirniiou ami he wis iu
iiiciauiiv lined to the com union tott r
wculd to unwise now to mikj any etuh
attcmit

A like opinion was expressed by the re
in liilng memters nf tbe Cabinet with the
xeri Hon of tbe Secretary of tin fniiinv

Mr Chase and the PosttnaetirGeiiiral Mr
illafr Mr Chase expressed hlmsilf as In
fhi i of some attempt tilu undo tore
llivi 1 ort Sumter although he was n it
now nor had he previously lien decide 1

in bis rx rtsslons to that elfect
Pi itma tcr General Blair availed hi n lf

of He cHinttoi to enter Into a lira le against
te Uiiimrutli party and the Ute admit is

nation iLaiyJig tbat to tbe cuiLivsnoe
ol Hi Mt ailtiililetratIODit le due alone
LattLts ticLcn u tun etaLcd to at- -

ti i its 1 tuiit proportion lbe
lCkeii lutehd of preventing collision He I Let he could ly virtue Ot hlsoffi o make luliiiel le ltrulic n lo- - ttie mi J1 in- -

itlieil rsspect while In IiO tbe rebels
were nciuraued by the contempt they felt
for tbclncumtcntof tbe Presidency

Ho strcngly urged that tho attempt
should be made I believe he said that
lort Sumter may tc provisioned tnd re
lltved by Capt For with little risk No
expense or care should therefore lie spared
to achieve tbls success

Immediately after the Cabinet meeting
when this subject was considered It la
stated on the authority of Mr Blair that
the President being called on by Mr Blairs
fathei Francis P Itlalr and asked It It
bad been determined to withdraw Anderson
from Fort Sumter tbe President replied
tbat It had not yet been fully determined
upon but that be Cabinet were almost a
unit in favor of It all except your son
said he and that bo thought that such
would tc the result This story Gen
Crawford says was so believed In the
country

1 remember myself of hearing Postmaster
Uncial Blair say In his office probably

at about tbls time Ihat a force of 25000
men could cosily put down the rebellion
ihe result shows how mlstakcu he was
and bow unfit for Cabinet counsel I hav o
gooel reason to believe also tint bis
spiteful fling at President Iluchanau
was superinduced not by any ptrlotlc
Impulse but from personal pique It Is
apparent that there was no love lost bo
tween Mr Buchanan and tho lllalrs I
have before me a letter from Mr Buchanan
In w hlcb remaiklng tbat be had long known
them be says Montgomery had not the
ability to make a respectable advocate ot
tl o government In the court ot claims

Gen Crawford states tbat dipt 0
Fox Postmaster lencral Blairs brotber
In law was tent with the approval of the
President to confer with MaJ Anderson
arriving at Charleston on the 21st of March
He had tugcested a scheme for the relief of
Sumter On their meeting MuJ Anderson

hi oi re earnestly condemned any pro
tn send blm re enforcements as

lie had repeatedly done as far back
as tbe time when Hoyd was removed

He asserted tbat It was too late be agree 1

with Gen Scott who In the belief that the
surrender of Fort suuiter had been de
terinlned upon advised tbe surrender also
of lort Flcketsi tbat an entrance by sea
was Impossible and be impressed upon
Capt lox bis belief tbat tbe re enforce
ments coming would at once precipitate a
collision nn J Inaugurate civil war

Not live only but fifteen dtyi had now
I assed snee tbe date of Ju lge Campbells

memorandum The South Carollua au
thorltlis bad tcin Impatient at theeklay
Ihe promise made to them by the agent
1 amon that be would shortly return tn re-

move
¬

the carrlson from Fort minuter had
not ecu fulfilled

On the nth of Match Gov Pickens tele
graphed tbe facts of Col I mums v l H to
the commissioners atWasbluutou and they
atoicc communicated with Judge Lamp
U1I On that day the Hcntary fcewird
Infuimtd lustlce Campbell that the Presl
duit was concerned at the contents nt tue
till gram tbat the question Involved a
Hint of honor and that I anion had no
cnmmlislon or authority from him nor any
pnwir toplcdke 111 in by any promise or ts
titmice

Mr Seward etlil to lustlce Campbell
that he did not think tho President w ould
attempt to eupi ly Fort Sumter and that
there la no Intention to re mforce It
lodge ampbell urged Immediate evacua-
tion

¬

Mr Seward said I must see tho
President He returned with the modified
answer I am satisfied the government
will tot undertake lo supply ort Sumter
without glvlngnotlco totiov Pickens

Apill 10 Secrctarj Seward Informed the
commissioners tbat the Secretary of Mtti
is not at liberty to hold official Intercourse
with them and they communicated this
decision to the authorities at Montgomery
They left the city tbe nextdav but before
tliftr departuic a tiltgram had been re¬

ceived from Gen Biauregard Informing
tLtm ot the al rival ot a tpeclal messenger
with the notice ot the President of the
United Statee that Fort Sumter was to be
pi ovlsloned either peaceably or otherwise
forcibly

itsbould be remarked that at no st tire of
these troubles was Justice Campbell recog-
nized lu any olhei capacity than that ot a
private gentleman nor did he profess to
have any official agency Ou the 11th of
April fire was opened on Fort Sumter
when he wrote the Secretary ot State
charting en llvocallng conduct and

svsteimitlc duplicity as having been
practiced upon the author les- - at Mont
gornery lluough him aud that sucbeeiulvo
eating conduct of tbe administration was
tl u piovlmatc cause of the gieatcalainlty

At length tbe licet Intended tor the reflet
ol tint Sumter put tu sea ind beforuday
light on the Uh April the rendezvous
agreed ut ou was riaehid nfT the Charleston
bar As Ilev approached the I ind the
filing was heard end the tuuki and shells
of the battel lis wire distinctly visible

lbe first gun li ou the national Hag had
now Uen discharged ami actual hostilities
commenced ly the enemies ot the I nlou
Little did they iiiiileipitu the tirtlble re-

sults of their folly and rashness In firing
that fatal shot which both lrcldents
Bucl aiau and Lincoln had so earnestly
ecULht I y foil earauce and peaceful meas
mis to avoid Ihe latter pursuing as he
did fir nearly elx wicks the tune
eoLilllaoiy poll y practleed by his
predtetsscr i ay to some rcpccts
evin creuter moderation aud forhetrauce
until forLcnrjtcc ceased to bo a virtue- -

1 doull II be thought tor erne moment tlut
maci would he preserved another diy altei
be notified the govt rnor of South Carolina
of bis order for the relief ot 1 ort -- uiuter
After tbls there was not the remotest pros
1 let or possible- - reason to hope for any
other itsull s he himself says lu bis
mitssui toCoiiLrees tbc lth of Jul 1mi

lLe tiollej chosen looked to the ex-
haustion of all peaceable measures
I cfore u i esort to any stronger ones
It promised the continuance of the malls
ami they were coutluucd until the Hist of

Mini at tbe government expense to tbe
very cople who were resisting the covern
meut nml It gave repeated pleJges aaltmt
any disturbance to any of the people or any
of their tights Of all that a Presldeut
might couslltutloially and justifiably do
In such il cast every thing was foreborue
without which It was possible to kitp tbe
government on foot

How true it Is as Joseph Holt has pout
edly written lint the first shot lu the re-

bellion came from the enemy wits due
wholly tu tbls pulley of procrastination
tl en so severely censured and yet Itua
this first shot and the fact that It was fired
not but jx u Foil Mimter anil tbe
lag floating over It that lullatned and uulted

the country and gave to the natloua
patriotism u fervur tnd resistless Im
petus which carried our armies and
ptople in triumph and glory thro lgh tho
war Had that fiist shot come from tbe
batteries ot Sumter the flerct party pas
slons then raging would have been swift to
denounco tho almliilstratlou as maklug
war upon thu south au I fatal dUscuslons
among oureclves might have ensued
Could therefore Hie short slghtidctrpits
of tilt day have been able to see the cud
fre in II c i clIiiI Ug the ri preaches wuich
trey 1 1 id on IVciblcut II rlntnu wo il I

have tnrm I to bltsslngs nu their lips
It Is time to I ring this long paper to it

toee U I en I lejiin I had i o I liaof ev
tettlli It to o great a leivlli It wis not
my I nip si tn uiidir ike a regular revicv
nf lii ia vfords blcblv Ititercsllug vol
ume lut by tmlmpcclMhlt evidence In
ilitelhgi it t little from bis own pen to
sbiw tot only that In Iho gtuuril tutl
irtit if lis hill je t tu has done
gnat li iinti c to Irtbilcnt III
chanai ami number if lilsCiblut who
htcod y htm but also to dcuioustr ttc as I

lelleve I have diui Indlsputnby that
titvtrutoiy tlun did be give any pledge
not tenerd relief to tbt gjrilsou Intiurle s

ton laihnr aid that as the result his
piovnl Id stcaely precaution In gitirdlug
aalntt vi y md every step which the
si unionists might hav e seized on us mi overt
ait on bis part mis the wliestcoiiite that
ituhl lossilly hiveleiu uiopcd uklug
in ihe fearful dllm littles by vvhh h lu
u rounded nil the grave responsibility

rtstlng up n blm to presirve thupoici If
ly si y mtai r shot of dishonor w ir i mid
te avtiid It was this too li ration an 1

forliaiat e that carried the govcrti
irtnt vir tu Irtsldnt I Iniolu without
bloodsttd aid as wu luvc seen he pur
sued tie sauu oiV until It was appirent
tevoril doubt or hope t hut tbe only altcrua
rive cow was national disgrace or civil war
lorced tn dieldi Lc chotcthclattei ultima
tlve and laid down his life a martyr to the
sat reel cause oi tbe I I Ion

Now talk e jou will ccnture Prei
dents Huctairu ai d I Inccln ae you may
Ohcblrg their action In regard to tbe forts

at Charleston wLlch It was hut naturtl
every lojal itison iboildbavt withe I to
see ttreitLeied and hence tie lille at
te icj te-- to rotund to their iiioth im
jUh lut 1 vent ire the aistrt nli tafer
tit eiei tleu ot Li m olu then never was u day

trier to MaJ Andersons removal to Sum
ter when those forts would not havo fallen
ltto the hands of tho secessionists btf e
any re enforcements could have rceitlem no matter how tecrtcly ordered a
totccrecy tucha thine wo have seen was
Impossible with secession spies In and out
ol government office every where around
ut

lltltrGULAlt CIIANUIW

A liny of Varied Animation and Dull ¬

ness In Stocks
Ntu lorn Feb Tho stock market to ¬

day was duller than at any tlmo this year to
far and the fluctuation wcro on n par with
tho t mount or business done and In but two
or three slocks did the transactions hare any
signification The demand for slocks was
very light but thcoircrlngswcro on an opully
limited scale and tho undertono of s r ngfi
was snlhckut to deter tho tralcrs anlbca s

from selling Iho list short
Tbe opening wai very dull and rather bo iv

but tho market recovered Immediate nil I

small advances were made In Iho cany d a
Ings though except In Wheeling and Lakt
Irle they were conllncd to small fractions
Ihchrm tone howover disappeared after II
o clock and prices sagged oil atcsdly until the
aftcrnotn when tho list relapsed Into tin
most Intcnio dullness scon this year so re ¬

maining till the last hour when the atitma
Hon lu the coal stocks brightened things u
little but tho closo was very dull an 1 about
steady at the opening figures

rile result or the day s buslnct Is that the
active list Irregularly changed tho unthevtremo dlflcrcncc from Istt evenings prlcci
Is hut 1 per cent

Iho following were tbo closing bid quota
lions to dav

t Coup 120 Vi 10T Pac Ct Of 95 1J0
Dlst Col Slx 118 lis cold lisi
La Cons H Mo Ct of 88 100S V j Con
Cs lis elo s 8G Tcnncsseo new
Cs 11 do Cs 10 do TO
Vs fs Is do ex nst ceupnn
4i Ceil lac Gists 11J fjenvcr ami Kio

Grande firsts 71 M Kand rgcn fs 71
do fs r Northern lac firsts lb do
sere nds leejs Northwestern cons tto do
dhenturc losJi tn Land Ban I ran Ut alaul ionU St 1 URndrae 1st Us
Southern Vac Col firsts lu T 1 It O k l

0 Northern Pacific 1st ill Wen Shore
tOl Adams Lxpress 111 Alton and T II
iC do fd 7i Am J xrrcRs 107 llos Air
Line pfd 97 11 C aud It N i Canada
Southern Oltj Uantnn W ten Pac ftm
thc and Ohio 5 Chicago and Alton Ui
do pfd li 2 I II ul lS Cleve ¬

land and Col 53 Con Coal J2 Del and
Hod IU- - Pel i Lack 111 lien II

l Krle do pfd 62 Fort Wayne IV
Harlem Sis ifnus A Tex SO III Cent Ul
Kansas V lexas In L E A U 1

Lake Miore pi Iy and Nash nOf
War k Con v1 i and Char M
M A I 110 Mich CcnM Mo Pac
fc Hob ami o i3 Mar ami E Us
N Chat 7J N J Cen 8JJ Norfolk and
Western pM le Northern Pac JP dn pfd
4 Northwestern 110 ao pit V N
Y Cm Iti7 Chicago and Bt u 17 do
prd I Ohio and MM H do pfd m
Oregon Nav J Pac Mail ii Pittsbuig ISi Itiadlng tcl Rich and Alio
Klcb anil W P UrXi llocx Island nil
M louls and San ran e dn phi

do tirstpfd lUi8t Paul it do pfd
11 bt P and 031 do plrt las Tcnn
V and 1 11 lexas fuc 2 Union Pac
M c a wan rac li do pro
Well Fargo IS1 West Union 7S ajlvci
Ccrtlfcatci- - J7 Cotton Oil lrust iJr quick
niisur nuu piu 01

Asked
Wnshlngton Stock Excltnnce

The following Hit of ths most active stocks iIsaH
in on the Washington mock Exchanc Is firnishsil
by Messrs Hell Co Oanktrs tto 11J7 tennjl
varilA av stiu

llruarv I 187
District Columbia rioaiti Hid Asir1

M ljl 1 er Inn t cold 106 17
7s VI In Impt currency 1C3 111
7 Mnrktt Stock cuirsncT Ill lit
ss r to ysnr Aiudlng gold lttki 1071b
as vv zv jrnr iuiiuiiijc koki
7s Mnikstglosk currency
ss isense year fumllng gold
7s 1U0S Water Stock cunsner
Sbin ItiSI 1 in Hi p currency
Oteriluetlrieiitack ss

Miscellaneous Uontts
Washington an citwnlt II Co
Mssonlc Hall tonls
Wah Market Co tan Is
Wash Lt lnf 1st morlc ne
WnslihiFtondns fight to bonis

Nauoial hank mocks
Dai k or Wnhli cion 1G0

llaiik or 1 utile loei

Muo olltan too
Cent ml ico
hkoii 100
Kanui rs Alut Slrchatdcs 100
Clltrei s loo
LohiiiiUa 100

JUIlroad stocks
VVAShligtou and Georgetown 60
Metttiilltan so
LolmullA 60
Cat Itol and North O street 60

InstirAticefetoeks
Firemen s 10

Imutlli u
Melmiolltnn SO

National Union 6
Arllimon loo
CoreoiAll 66
Columns
Oeiiiiaii Auieilcan too
IcIoiuac s
Klrrs S

car and 1 lectrlc Light Slocks
Waslilugton CJaa

lleoiceibwu uas
U s I lectrlc Light

leleihooe Stocks
IenueyivAQln
Cheeni cake and lolomac

allBieltaneous stocks
Washington Market Comranr

to
IS

100

60
100

60

Wil liiion PrhkMAchlne Co loo
Client Alia Ire louinAtiv loo
Heal I Main luteins Co ICO

Cbiiuiicnilltle ins Co

110
IX
11
17
I
st

ICO
IIS

SK

119a

1
1S7
ISI
Snv
111
lfu
116
103

au
101 k
11

37
3d

ish
Pi

69
H

160
CO

8

31V

li
no
us

6V
National safe liei oalt Co 100 loo

117
91

ill
i

tn
10

lee

SVa

I7H
vu

li

7V

to
11

sv
JJattlmore Irodnea aiarket Ieb I

COTTON stead and Mulct middling 10cHOW hem and dull Howard strict aud
vvcstirn suinr tiiWi do cilm SJi0m
17 do lamlly JI nostv city mills superli eajij iu extra J0Oe3u do Rio
brand 1 liiij uo Patapsoo superlative ra¬
te nt tit do family JiiVV 11 LAT boutnorn steady and quiet rcflOiJ
iRjc amber ceasi 00 wcsictn lalrly active
rlodng tlrru No i winter red spotiW hit
HtmiarjM riHc March SJ Mas Mayic

COKN southern unlet and sternly white Si1
ffltOc yellow tbOOJc wcRtern stcadv and
dull mixed spot Soe bid February 57i3

c March rst9c itay 6ue bid
OA1U steady and dull souincra and Penn

sylvania 7llc wostorn white lSllc
vvtstrrii mixed Je3 ic

KYE stcadv lM3Oo
11 steady and firm prime to choice

vvototn jtt oe3i5 a
1 KOVfslONs stead and quiet Mess pork

11 71 Hulk meals Shoulders and clear rib
sides racked 7nc Iiauon shoulders

c clear rib sides Dc hams lUriMrd rctincd 8c111111 it ilrra western paelcet ljre
crrnmcrj ntft lie

He iiSiasler fresh c lime I UtilelHhOIPlM stead -r- efined 74c
1 01 H 1 dull an 1 nominal Itlo cargoes or

dluary to fair 10 W17c
sieAIl stead A sort 7 1 1C3 coppcrrc

ilnidllrm ami active rilfcVlliK steady llMSlJU
llVITlMlini STOlK SAI KIT

Hu iiMoiutob 1 Mrglnlaiisconso Hate I
in do li lu ou lo nevv Js tv bid to day

ltoliberles lteporteel
The following larcenies were rcportid to the

lollce csttrita lleur Wall HIS I slreet
nurthvrcst long Irish ulster coat value JJi
Mary Cobb all Klercnth street uorthtvigt ten
IOiindsol butter sit pounds of lamb chops
nml three pounds hteou valueil jJ l dnaid
I ollrlcn cJl P street northwest broivit
overcoat muttlcr black alpaca umbrella
and 1 trot cloves value Ilo Itov J true

A strict southeast an uicrcou an 1 pair i

lIovib value it James A leaning i
iirlh strut a black cliiuchii a ov rcoai

vnluiss James 11 llorab Mi roirtu streit
nut hvvcki a iitrk blue chlucbillt ov - at
value Inhn llcrtlatip 501 Iclanareavi
uuonirthiost a shawl value

riDsicliins tu Iho Poor
lie following chiingesamongthoph- - wos

to tin toor havo taken pltcc lr D Oliu
liech arpoliitcd physician to the poor v o
Hr I K lieatty rcslucd lr I V Carrauci
Hlleluiiu vmpr W h Ilanl nslgncl

I hittor llicnsQH liMitoseil
Ihe lomiultsloucis Mstcrdaj approved tin

ullowniK lb nor applications flcUll rimnia
I Mrciiiln James J Clarke vMiocmIc
F Hiuwuvti John Hotlomlo and Jonu v

Iliad

HIKit
Ml I IkrN -- On Wednesday IM n

ILiumontu vit MuiiKiN
lunernl itrvlicsat St lohns Church lhur

da Kin J ai loOp m Interment ru II Mc
poiii Dim Kludl omit tlovvct

liilt Onluenlav Jan lls al l Op
in i oi p 1 hs i loan at his lato rtstiluitil Maple avtnuo le Prnlt Park m
tl uli th it ami his age after h Inlet Ulne s

I uticral sirviccs irom till Into Kldemo on
lilda rib I aloitjik p in liicndsavo
Invllid to attend

VKDRUXAKKR6

W RSPEARE
Undortakor

ViO F Street North eat

Kmjthiug strh tly Crst clau aud ou tho
most riaional enrms

If Map Chairs to hire for all ocvrsiors1

TELEPHONE CAM 5I0


